
Guide to  
Private Sector 

Housing 
When and where  
 
Finding a home in the private sector can be a stressful experience for 
many students with the pressure of finding the right location and living 
with the right people. We urge all students to not rush into renting 
with the wrong people or the wrong Landlord. The accommodation 
office, Students Union and Students 1 st are all here to offer advice and 
support on renting in the private sector.  
 
Currently there is only one accredited student housing list in 
Southampton which is run in partnership by Southampton Solent 
University, The University of Southampton and Southampton City 
Council. The scheme, called SASSH (Southampton Accreditation 
Scheme for Student Housing), insures all properties and rooms on the 
list follow strict and thorough property standards. 5% of these 
properties are randomly inspected by Southampton City Council. 
Failure to comply will result in Landlord suspension.  
 
This SASSH list is available on the SASSH website - www.sassh.co.uk - 
where �\�R�X�·�U�H�� �D�E�O�H�� �W�R�� �V�H�D�U�F�K�� �W�K�H�� �S�U�R�S�H�U�W�\�� �O�L�V�W�� �R�Q�� �D�� �Z�L�G�H�� �U�D�Q�J�H�� �R�I��
housing options as well as view maps and leave messages. 
 
Making rushed and impulsive decisions can often lead to mistakes. If a 
Landlord or letting agent are putting pressure on you, saying if you 
�G�R�Q�·�W�� �V�L�J�Q�� �Q�R�Z�� �\�R�X�� �Z�L�O�O�� �O�R�R�V�H�� �R�X�W�� �R�Q�� �W�K�H�� �S�U�R�S�H�U�W�\���� �D�V�N�� �\�R�X�U�V�H�O�I�� �Z�K�\��
they are doing this? It is not because there is a shortage of private 
housing available in Southampton, far from it.  
 
A good, responsible Landlord or Letting Agent will allow you to look 
around a property at your pace, raise relevant questions, take a 
sample copy of a Tenancy Agreement and have it read by a parent, 
citizen advice bureau or a Solicitor.  
 
Once you have signed the Tenancy Agreement it is LEGALLY BINDING.  
Which means it is very hard to get out off.  
 

Letting agencies  
 

LETTING AGENTS ARE NOT ACCREDITED TO THE SASSH SCHEME  
 
Agencies generally charge a fee for finding you accommodation but it 
is illegal for an agency to charge fees if they are not successful in 
doing this. There can also be hidden costs such as charges for Tenancy 
agreements, reference letters, inventory checks and guarantor forms. 
Make sure you know exactly what you are paying for.  
 
If you do use an agency find out if they are a member of any 
professional body such as ARLA (www.arla.co.uk ). You may find that if 
they are a member of any association that there will be a code of 
conduct for Landlords and a venue for complaint if things go wrong.  

Renting with a resident landlord  
 
People who share living accommodation, such as a kitchen or 
�E�D�W�K�U�R�R�P�����Z�L�W�K���D���/�D�Q�G�O�R�U�G���H���J�����¶�L�Q���O�R�G�J�L�Q�J�V���D�U�H���H�[�F�O�X�G�H�G���R�F�F�X�S�L�H�U�V�·��
can be evicted without a Court Order. This means that a Landlord can 
�H�Y�L�F�W���D���O�R�G�J�H�U���Z�L�W�K���D�V���O�L�W�W�O�H���D�V���D���Z�H�H�N�·�V���Q�R�W�L�F�H����On the other hand, you 
can also leave at short notice, which is might be useful.  
 
 

What should I look out for?  
 
Use our house hunting checklist (opposite). It will help to ensure you 
cover the more important points and look for common faults.  
 
If you are meeting the Landlord for a viewing, try to get there a few 
minutes early so you can have a look around the outside of the 
property. Look at the roof to see if any slates are missing, does the 
guttering look blocked? Are there any cracked windows or pipes that 
do not look secure. These are all things that could affect the standard 
inside the property.  
 
If possible do not  do a viewing at night, as this can disguise many 
problems. If you do visit a property in the evening, take someone with 
you for safety.  
 

What are Tenancy Deposit 
Schemes? 
 
There are two types of tenancy deposit protection scheme available 
for landlords and letting agents (insurance -based schemes and 
custodial schemes). All schemes provide a free dispute resolution 
service.  


